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who were endowed with judgment thought otherwise.
Several of the most exalted personages at the Prussian
Court shared Prince Bismarck's appreciation of the
situation.

There was  only one thing which seemed incompatible
with his projects,    Russia continued to threaten us; and he
could only account for that circumstance by the assumption
that an understanding between Vienna and Petersburg had
either been effected, or was under weigh.   The existence of
a Russian party at the Austrian Emperor's Court, a journey
made by Andrassy to Petersburg, and several other matters
justified this apprehension;  and it was not without painful
forebodings that Bismarck went from Kissingen to Gastein
in August.     For,  should it come to an Austro-Russian
Alliance against Germany, France's adhesion to such a
League would, at the most, be only a question of time.    In
that case it would be doubtful that England would stand by
Germany.     Austria's interests in the East were directly
opposed to those of Russia; but it was nevertheless conceiv-
able that Petersburg and Vienna should come to an understand -
ing upon the following basis : Russia, within certain limits, to
have her own way in the Balkan Peninsula, and, in return
for this concession, to aid Austria in recovering, extending
and strengthening her influence in Germany.    In a word,
Bismarck had good cause to regard the political look-out in
South-Eastern Europe as a somewhat gloomy one.

Andrassy's arrival at Gastein entirely dispelled these
clouds. From what he had to say it was evident that none
of Bismarck's apprehensions anent Austria's possible rela-
tions to Russia were founded on fact So the German
Chancellor took occasion to bring forward his old project of
an alliance between New Germany and her south-eastern
neighbour: and this time the long-desired understanding